John G. Gage

Mr. Gage earned his Bachelor’s in Music Education from John Brown University, Siloam Springs Arkansas, and his Master’s in Church Music at Samford University, Birmingham, Alabama. After serving various churches for 8 years as Minister of Music, Mr. Gage accepted the first full time Minister of Instrumental Music position at Shades Mountain Baptist, Birmingham, AL in August of 1981. His duties there involved developing and directing a Sunday morning adult orchestra, a youth band, music arranging and teaching trumpet in a church School of Music. In January of 1989 he became the Minister of Instrumental Music at First Baptist Atlanta under Senior Pastor Dr. Charles Stanley, where duties included overseeing eight graded instrumental classes, music arranging, and directing the orchestra which was a part of the weekly international television ministry IN TOUCH. In Feb. of 1997, Mr. Gage accepted the position of Minister of Instrumental Music at Valley Baptist Church, Bakersfield, CA, where he directs the 40 piece Sunday AM service “Praise Orchestra”, the 25 piece Sunday PM big band “Jubilation Brass”, the high school orchestra, and a Jr. High School instrumental ensemble. In addition, he is administrator of the Valley Academy of Performing Arts.  Mr. Gage has written orchestrations which have been published with Lifeway Publishing Co., Allegis Publishing Company, Hal Leonard Publishing Company and the Dallas Brass, has written a trumpet/trombone practice method entitled “Brass Player’s Warm Up and Practice Guide”, and has articles published in the Lifeway book “The Instrumental Resource” and Word’s 2004 release “Ultimate Idea Book For Music Ministry, Vol. 2”. He also serves on the board of Global Missions Project, an organization that mobilizes church musicians for short-term missions projects.
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After completing his undergraduate degree in Music Education at John Brown University, Mr. Gage served churches in North Carolina, Illinois and Alabama as Minister of Music. From 1981-1989 he served as the first full time Minister of Instrumental Music at Shades Mountain Baptist, Birmingham, while completing his graduate degree in church music at Samford University. From 1989-1996 he served First Baptist, Atlanta in a similar position, and in 1997 accepted the call to Valley Baptist, Bakersfield, CA, also as Minister of Instrumental Music, where duties include conducting the 35 piece Sunday Am televised orchestra, a Sunday evening praise band and two training instrumental ensembles, and directing the Valley Academy of Performing Arts. He also serves on the board of Global Missions Project, mobilizing church musicians for short term overseas missions projects. Mr. Gage is married and has 3 grown children.

